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STORY 33
THE BIRTH-STORY OF THE BUFFALO



33.1

335

SATI KSANTAVYE ksama syan n’ 4|sat’ ity apakarinam api
sadhavo labham iva bahu manyante.

tad|yath” Anusrayate.

Bodhisattvah kil’ Anyatamasminn aranya|vana|pradeset
panka|samparka|parusa|vapurf meghalvicchedat iva padal
cari vana|mahisa|vrso babhiva. sa tasyam dur|labha|dhar-
malsamjhayam sammoha|bahulayam api tiryag|gatau varta-
manah patulvijidnatvan na dharmalcarya|nirudyoga|matir

babhiva.

cirlanuvrtty” éva nibaddhalbhava
na tam kada cit karuna mumoca.

ko ’pi prabhavah sa tu karmanamt va
tasy’ 4iva va, yat sa tatha babhava. [1]

ata$ ca ninam Bhagavan avocad
alcintyatam karmalvipakalyukteh
krp”|atmakah sann api yat sa bheje
tiryag|gatim tatra ca dharmalsamjfam. [2]

vind na karm’ 4sti gati|prabandhah,
$ubham na ¢’ anlistalvipakam asti.

sa dharmalsamjio? ’pi tu karmallesams
tams tan samasadya tatha tath” asit. [3]

ath’ Anyatamo dusta|vanaras tasya kal’|Antar’[Abhivyaktam

prakrtilbhadratam day”[Anuvrttya ca vigatalkrodha|samram-

bhatim avetya, «n” 4smad bhayam ast’» iti tam Maha|sat-
y I

tvam tena tena vihimsilkramena bhréamt abadhata.
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F ORGIVENESS ONLY EXISTS if there is something to for-
give, not otherwise. For this reason the virtuous esteem
even those who wrong them as a gain.

Tradition has handed down the following story.

The Bodhi-sattva is said to have once been a wild buffalo
who lived in a wild area of the forest. The mud that covered
his body made him look fierce and he resembled a chunk
of cloud as he walked along. Since their existence abounds
with ignorance, it is difficult for animals to attain moral
awareness. But despite this, the Bodhi-sattva’s sharp acumen
meant he was far from inactive in practicing virtue.

As though bound to him by long service,
compassion never left his side.

Some power had made him what he was,
deriving from past actions or his own nature.

For this reason the Lord said that the results

and methods of karma are incomprehensible.

For though compassionate, he was born an animal.
And despite that, he still had moral awareness.

Without karma there can be no connected births.
Good actions can also not have bad results.

But though morally aware, some trace of karma
must have affected him to be reborn this way.

The buffalo’s innate goodness revealed itself over time
and happened to be noticed by a wicked monkey. Observ-
ing that compassion made the buffalo devoid of anger and
rage, the monkey concluded that there was nothing to fear
from him. So he brutally began to torment the Great Being
with various forms of injury.

33.1

33.5



33.10

GARLAND OF THE BUDDHA’S PAST LIVES — II

dayalmrdusu durljanah patutar’|ivalep’|6ddhavah
param vrajati vikriyam, na hi bhayam tatah pasyati.
yatas tu bhaya|$ankaya sulkréay” 4pi samspréyate

vinita iva nicakai$ carati tatra $anc’|6ddhavah. [4]

sa kada cit tasya Maha | sattvasya visrabdha | suptasyat
nidra|vasad va pracalayatah sahas” Aiv’ dpari nipatati sma.
drumam iva kada cid enam abhiruhyat bhréam samcalayam
asa. ksudhitasy’ 4pi cat kada cid asya margam avrtya vyati-
sthata. kasthen’ 4py enam kada cic chravanayo$ ¢’ aghat-
tayamt asa. salil’|Avagahat|samutsukasy’ 4py asya kada cic
chirah samadhiruhyat panibhyam nayane samavavre. apy
enam adhiruhya samudyata|dandah prasahy’ diva vahayan
Yamasya lilam anucakara. Bodhisattvo ’pi tut Maha|sattvah
sarvam tad asy’ 4|vinaya|vicestitam?f upakaram ivaf nih]|

samksobhalsamrambha|manyur marsayam asa.

svalbhava eva papanam vinay’|6nmarga|samsrayah

abhyasat tatra tut satam upakara iva ksama. [s]

ath'f Anyatamo yaksas tam asya paribhavam a|mrsya-
mano bhavam va jijhdgsamanast tasya Maha|sattvasya tena
dustalkapini vaihyamanam tam mahisa|vrsam sthitv” 4nu-

margam{ uvaca:
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STORY 33: BIRTH-STORY OF THE BUFFALO

A villain shows special gleeful insolence
toward those soft with compassion.
Seeing no danger in them,

he injures them greatly.

But if he suspects someone

even slightly of danger,

he will be servile and feign modesty,
his exuberance quelled.

Sometimes the monkey would suddenly leap onto the
Great Being as he slumbered soundly and twitched his body
under a spell of sleep. Sometimes he would clamber up the
buffalo like a tree and shake him violently. Sometimes he
would stand in front of him and block his path, just when
he was hungry. Sometimes he rubbed the buffalo’s ears with
a stick. Sometimes he climbed onto the buffalo’s head and
covered his eyes with his hands, just as he yearned to plunge
into water. Or otherwise he would mount him and playfully
imitate Yama by wielding a stick and driving him forward
by force.* But the Bodhi-sattva, that Great Being, endured
all these indecent pranks without agitation, as if they were
a service, and felt neither anger nor rage.

The wicked naturally follow

a path straying from decency.

But the good naturally tolerate this as a service,
so practiced are they in forbearance.*

Now a certain yaksha* who was unable to bear the insults

suffered by the Great Being, or who perhaps wanted to test
his character, blocked the path of the buffalo as the wicked

monkey rode him and said:

417
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GARLAND OF THE BUDDHA’S PAST LIVES — II

«ma tavad bhoh! kim parikrito sy anena dusta | kap-
ina? atha dyute pargjitah? ut’ 4ho bhayam asmat kim cid
adankase? ut’ 4ho balam atma|gatam n’ Avesi yad evam
anena paribhiya vahyase? nanu cat bhoh,

veg'laviddham tvad|visan’|igralvajram
bhindyad vajram vajravad? va nag’|éndran.

padas ¢’ éme rosa|samrambhalmukta
majjeyus te pankavac chaila|prsthe. [6]

idam ca $ail’'|6pamalsamhatam sthiram¥
samagralSobham bala|sampada vapuh

svabhavalsaujaskalniriksit’|orjitam
dur|asadam kesarino ’pi te bhavet! [7]

3315 mathana dhrtva tad imam khurenat va!
visanalkotya madam asya v’ 6ddhara!
kim asya jalmasya kaper a|$aktavat

prabadhana|duhkham idam titiksase? [8]

alsajljanah kutra yatha cikitsyate
gun’[anuvrttya sukhal$itat|saumyaya,

kat’|Gsna|rtksani hi yatra siddhaye
kaph’|atmake? roga iva prasarpati.» [9]

atha Bodhisattvas tam yaksam aveksamanah ksama|paksal
patitam a|ritks’|aksaram ity uvaca:

«avaimy enam bala|nyiinamt sada ¢’ |vinaye ratam.
ata eva maya tv asya yuktam marsayitum nanu? [10]
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STORY 33: BIRTH-STORY OF THE BUFFALO

“Stop this, good fellow! Are you the hireling of this
wicked monkey? Have you lost at dice? Do you fear some
danger from him? Do you not know your own strength that
you let him ride you in this humiliating way? Surely, good
sir,

Wielded with force, the thunderbolt-tips of your horns
could pierce a bolt or cleave mountains like a bolt.
Kicked with furious rage, your hooves

could sink into a slab of rock like mud.

Your body is solid and as firm as a rock.

Its superb strength makes it entirely beautiful.
Beings powerful by nature gaze at your might.
Maned lions would find it hard to assail you!

So seize and crush him with your hoof!

Rip out his impudence with the tip of your horn!
Why do you act as if you were powetless,
enduring the torment inflicted by this rogue?

When is a criminal cured by being treated
with gentle, cool and soothing deeds of virtue?
Only bitter, hot, harsh herbs give a result,

as with the spread of a phlegmatic disease.”

Looking at the yaksha, the Bodhi-sattva addressed him

with gentle words that promoted forbearance:

“I know that he lacks strength
and always delights in indecency.
But is that not the reason

why I should put up with him?
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33.20

33.25

GARLAND OF THE BUDDHA’S PAST LIVES — II

pratikartum a|$aktasya ksama ka hi baliyasi?
vinay’|acara|dhiresu ksantavyam kim ca sadhusu? [11]

$akta eva titiksate dur|balalskhalitam yatah
varam paribhavas tasman na gunanam parabhavah. [12]

ajsatlkriya hina|balac ca nama
nirvesat|kalah paramo gunanam.

guna|priyas tatra kim ity aveksyat
sva|dhairya|bhedaya parakrameta? [13]

nityam ksamayas ca nanu ksamayah
kalah par’|ayattataya durlapah.
parena tasminn upapadite ca
tatr’ Aiva kopa|pranayalkramah kah? [14]

svam dharmalpidam a|vicintya yo ’yam
mat|papalsuddhylartham iva pravrttah,
na cet ksamam apy aham atra kuryam

anyah krta|ghno bata kidréah syat?» [15]

yaksa uvaca: «tena hi na tvam asya prabadhanayah kada

cint moksyase.

gunesv albahu|manasya

durljanasy’ alvinitatam
ksama|naibhrtyam a|tyakeva

kah samkocayitum prabhuh?» [16]



STORY 33: BIRTH-STORY OF THE BUFFALO

What forbearance is it if one is powerless
to retaliate against those who are mightier?
And what is there to endure in good people
who are steadfast in decency and virtue?

Though one has the power to retaliate, 33.20
one should endure the wrongs of weaker beings.

For it is better to be insulted by them

than to ruin one’s own virtues.

The best time to apply virtue is

when dishonored by someone weaker.
Why would a lover of virtue use violence,
only to destroy his own steadfastness?

There is never a wrong time for forbearance.
But the occasion is rare as it depends on others.
So if another person produces an opportunity,
why would one resort to anger?

If I did not show forbearance toward those
who disregard their violation of morality,
acting almost to purify my own bad karma,
would anyone exist less grateful than I?”

“In that case you will never escape from his torment,” the

yaksha replied.

“If you continue your passive tolerance, 33.25
who will be able to curb

the unruly conduct of this villain

who has no respect for virtue?”



GARLAND OF THE BUDDHA’S PAST LIVES — II

Bodhisattva uvaca:

«parasya pida|pranayena yat sukham
nivaranam syad ajsukh’|6dayasya va,
sukh’[Arthinas tan na nisevicum ksamam.

na tad|vipako hi sukha|prasiddhaye. [17]

ksam”|asrayad evam asau may” arthatah
prabodhyamano yadi n’ Avagacchati,

nivarayisyanti ta enam utpathad
almarsino yan ayam abhyupaisyati. [18]

ajsatlkriyam prapya ca tad|vidhaj janan
na madrée 'py evam asau karisyati.
na drstaf|doso hi punas tatha cared,
ata$ ca muktir mama sa bhavisayti.» [19]

3330 atha saf yaksas tam Maha|sattvam prasadalvismayal|ba-
human’|avarjita|matih «sadhu! sadhv!» iti sa|$irah|prakam-
p’langulilviksepam abhisamradhya tat tat priyam uvaca:

«kutas tiracam iyam idrsi sthitir?
gunesv ayamT ¢’ adaralvistarah kutah?
kay” 4pi buddhya tv idam asthito vapus.
tapo|vane ko ’pi bhavams tapasyatil» [20]

ity enam abhiprasasya tam ¢’ asya dusta|vanaram prsthad
avadhiiya samadidya ¢’ Asya raksa|vidhanam tatr’ 4iv’ Antar]

dadhe.
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STORY 33: BIRTH-STORY OF THE BUFFALO

The Bodhi-sattva answered:

“Those who seek happiness

should not pursue pleasure or avert pain
by injuring another person.

For this will not result in happiness.

I practice patience to make him aware.

If he still does not understand,

he will meet people intolerant of him.
They will make him cease his wicked ways.

When he is maltreated by these people,

he will stop tormenting those like me.
Seeing his crime, he will stop acting this way.
And that will then be my release.”

“Excellent! Excellent!” the yaksha exclaimed, filled with 33.30
devotion, wonder and reverence. Rocking his head and
making flourishing gestures with his fingers, he applauded
the Great Being with the following kind words:

“How can animals possess such conduct?

How can they have such wide regard for virtue?
Some design must lie behind your appearance.
You must practice asceticism in an ascetic grove!”

With these words of praise, the yaksha threw the wicked
monkey off the buffalo’s back and, after teaching the buffalo
a protective spell, he disappeared there and then.
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GARLAND OF THE BUDDHA’S PAST LIVES — II

tad evam, sati ksantavye ksama syan n’ [sat’ ity apakari-
nam api sidhavo labham iva bahu|manyante.

iti ksanti|kathayam vacyam. «evam tiryag|gatanim apif
pratisamkhyana | sausthavam drstam. ko nima manusya |

bhatah pravrajita|pratijfo va tad|vikalah $obheta?» ity evam

api vicyam. Tathagatalvarne sat/krtya dharmal$ravane ¢’ éti.
pi vacyam. Tathagaralvarne saclkrtya dh :
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STORY 33: BIRTH-STORY OF THE BUFFALO

In this way, forgiveness only exists if there is something to
forgive, not otherwise. For this reason the virtuous esteem
even those who wrong them as a gain.

One should tell this story when preaching forbearance.
And one should also say: “In this way, even animals are
shown to be capable of excellent mental strength. Who that
is human or that has taken the vow of renunciation would
wish to appear deficient in this regard?” One should also
tell this story when praising the Tatha-gata or when listen-
ing to the Teaching with respect.



