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STORY ¢
THE BIRTH-STORY OF VISHVAN-TARA



9.1 N A BopnisarTvalcaritam sukham anumoditum apy
alpalsattvaih prag ev’ acaritum.

tadlyath” Anusriyate.

§'|atmi|bhat’|éndriyaljayah parakramal|nayal|vinaya|sam-
pada samadhigatalvijayalérir viddh’|6pasana|niyamat trayyl
anviksikyor upalabdh’|artha|tattvah sva|dharmalkarm’|anu-
rakeabhir an|udvignalsukh’|6citabhir anuraktabhih prakrti-
bhih prakasyamana|danda|niti|$obhah samyak|pravrtta|

vartta[vidhih Samjayo nima Sibinim raja babhava.

gun’[6dayair yasya nibaddha|bhava
kul’'langan” &v’ asa nar’|adhipalsrih
a|tarkaniy” Anya|mahi|patinim

simh’labhigupt” éva guha mrganam. [1]

9.5 tapahsu vidyasu kalasu ¢’ 4iva
krtalsrama yasya sad” Abhyupetah
visesalyuktam bahu|manam iyuh

ptjabhir avislkriyamanalsarah. [2]

tasya rajfio rajya|pratipatty|an|antarah prathita|gunal|
gana|nirantaro Vi§vamtaro nima putro yuvalrajo babhiva.

ayam eva sa Bhagavafi Chakyamunis tena samayena.
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HOSE OF MEAN SPIRIT find it difficult even to take
T pleasure in the Bodhi-sattva’s deeds, let alone emulate
them.*

Tradition has handed down the following story.

There was once a king called Sdnjaya who ruled over the
Shibis. It had become Sdnjaya’s very nature to control his
senses, and his accomplishment in bravery, prudence, and
decency invested him with victory and prosperity. Through
his rigorous service to his elders, he had grasped the essence
of the Vedas and Logic, and his fine administration of jus-
tice was displayed by the devotion of his people, who were
used to lives of untroubled happiness and were content in
their hereditary professions. He was a king of perfect con-
duct and behavior.

Like a noble lady, Royal Fortune was loyal

to him because of his abundant virtues.

To other kings she was beyond conception,

just as a cave guarded by a lion is to other beasts.

Men strenuous in austerities, sciences,

and arts constantly visited his palace.

They acquired his special esteem

by showing their worth through acts of honor.

This king had a son, an heir apparent, called Vishvan.
tara. Although next to his father in royal status, he matched
him in possessing a host of celebrated virtues. It was this
prince who was the Lord Shakya-muni at that time.*
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9.10

GARLAND OF THE BUDDHA’S PAST LIVES — I
yuv” 4pi vrddh’[6pasam’|abhiramas
tejasvy api ksanti|sukha|svabhavah
vidvan api jianajmad’[an|abhijiah

$riya samrddho ’py avalepalsiinyah. [3]

drstalprayamasu ca diksu tasya
vyapte ca lokaltritaye yasobhih
babhiiva n’ 4iv’ Anyalyaso|lavainam

prasartum utsiha iv’ avakasah. [4]

ajmrsyamanah sa jagad|gatanam
duhkh’[6dayanam prabhut’|avalepam
dan’|ésulvarsi karun”|6ru|capas

tair yuddha|samrambham iv’ 3jagama. [5]

sa pratyaham abhigatam arthi|janam abhilasit’ |Adhikair
a|klistair artha|visargaih priya|vacan’|6pacara|mano|harair
ativa prahladayam asa.

parva|divasesu ca posadha|niyamalprasama|vibhasanah
$irah|snatah $uklalksaumalvasa Himagiri|$ikhara|samnika-
$am mada|lekh” |4bhyalamkrta| mukham laksana|vinaya |
javalsattvalsampannam gandhalhastinam samajaatam aupa-

viahyam dvi | rada | varam abhiruhya samantato nagarasy’
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STORY 9: BIRTH-STORY OF VISHVAN:-TARA

Although a youth, he had the charming serenity
of the elderly.
Although mighty, he took a natural pleasure
in forbearance.
Although wise, he knew nothing of intellectual pride.
Although rich in fortune, he was devoid of arrogance.

His fame permeated the threefold world

in every direction as far as the eye can see.

Others had no opportunity for their own petty glories,
seeming to have lost the will to pursue them.

Unable to endure the haughtiness
of the surging sufferings that beset the world,
he seemed to wage a furious war against such foes,
spraying arrows of gifts from his broad bow
of compassion.

Every day he greatly gladdened the petitioners who came 9.10
to him by offering them limitless gifts that exceeded their
expectations and that delighted them by being given with
pleasing words and deference.

On the days that marked the phases of the moon,
Vishvan-tara would become adorned by the tranquil dis-
cipline of the pdshadha vow. Bathing his head and wear-
ing white linen garments, he would mount a fine scent-
elephant that resembled a peak on snowy Mount Himavat.*
The face of the renowned elephant was decorated with
streaks of ichor. Speedy and courageous, it was well-trained
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GARLAND OF THE BUDDHA’S PAST LIVES — I

Abhinivistany arthiljana|nipanalbhttani svani sattr’|Agarani

pratyaveksate sma. tatha ca priti|viSesam abhijagama.

na hi tam kurute pritim
vibhiitir bhavan’|agrita
samkramyaman’[arthi|jane

s Aiva dana|priyasya yam. [6]

atha kada cit tasy’ 4ivam|vidham dana|prasangam pra-
mudita|hrdayair arthibhih samantato vikiryamanam upa-
labhy’ 4nyatamo bhimy|an|antaras tasya rija «Sakyo 'yam
ati|samdhatum dan’|Anuragalvasagatvad» iti pratarkya dvi|
radalvar’|ipaharan’|irtham brahmanams tatra pranidadhe.

atha te brahmana Vi§vamtarasya svani sattr’|agarani pra-
tyaveksamanasya pramodad adhikatara|nayanalvadana|so-
bhasya jay’|asir|vada|mukharah samucchrit’|abhiprasarita|
daksin’|Agra|panayah purastat samatisthanta. sa tam¥ vini-
grhya dvi|radalvaram upacara|purahsaram abhigamanapra-
yojanam enan paryaprcchad, «ajndapyatam ken’ rthay id.

brahmana tcuh:

«amusya tava nagasya gatillilalvilambinah

gunair arthitvam ayata danalsauryac ca te vayam. [7]
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STORY 9: BIRTH-STORY OF VISHVAN:-TARA

and bore auspicious marks. Mounting this tusker, Vishvan.
tara went to inspect his alms houses, which were situated
in every part of the city and had become refuges for suppli-
cants. He derived particular joy from this.

For the joy a generous man feels
at wealth stored indoors

cannot compare with the joy felt
at wealth given to a petitioner.

In every direction the gladdened supplicants spread the
news of Vishvan-tara’s addiction to giving and, one day, a
neighboring king came to hear of it. Speculating that he
could take advantage of the young king because of his pas-
sion for generosity, he sent some brahmins to Vishvan-tara
in order to rob him of his fine elephant.

Vishvan-tara was inspecting his alms houses, his eyes and
face gleaming greatly with joy, when the brahmins came
and stood in front of him. With their right hands raised and
stretched out, they greeted him loudly with benedictions
of victory. Vishvan-tara stopped his fine elephant and, after
politely greeting the brahmins, he asked them why they had
come, telling them to instruct him as to their needs.

The brahmins replied:

“Inspired by your heroic giving
and the virtues of this elephant,
swaying with so graceful a gait,
we have become supplicants.
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GARLAND OF THE BUDDHA’S PAST LIVES — I

Kailasa|$ikhar’|abhasya pradanad asya dantinah

kurusva taval lokinam vismay’|dika|rasam manah!» [8]

ity ukte Bodhisattvah pritya samapiryamana | hrdayas
cintam apede:

«cirasya khal’ idara|pranaya|su|mukham arthi|janam
pasyami. kah punar artha evam|vidhena dvi|rada|patin”
disam brahmananim? vyaktam ayam lobh’ | érsya | dvesa |

paryakulalmanasah kasy’ 4pi rajnah karpanyal|prayogah.

9.20  asd|vighataldinatvam
tan ma bhtd asya bha|pateh,
anladrtya yaso|dharmau

yo ’smadd|hita iv’ 6dyatah.» [9]

iti viniécitya sa Mah”|atma tvaritam avatirya dvi|rada|
vardt, «pratigrhyatam» iti samudyata | kafcana|bhrngaras

tesim purato vatasthe.

tatah sa vidvan api rajal$astram
arth’[anuvrttya gata|dharmalmargam
dharm’anuragena dadau gaj’|éndram

niti|vyalikena na samcakampe. [10]
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STORY 9: BIRTH-STORY OF VISHVAN:-TARA

Fill the worlds

full of wonder

by giving us this tusker
resembling Kaildsa’s peak!”

Addressed this way, the Bodhi-sattva’s heart filled with
joy and he had this thought:

“It has been a long time since I have seen a supplicant
who is willing to make weighty requests. But what do these
brahmins want with a lordly elephant of such stature? This
is clearly the pitiful ploy of some king whose mind is tur-
bulent with the flaws of greed and envy.

But this king should not suffer 9.20
the misery of having his hopes dashed.

For without heed to reputation or morality,

he seems intent on benefiting me.”

Thinking this, the Great One quickly got down from the
fine tusker and, standing in front of the brahmins with a
raised golden pitcher, he asked them to accept the elephant
as a gift.

Though he knew that in the science of kingship

the path of morality involves pursuing benefit,

in his passion for virtue he gave away the king
of elephants,

unswayed by the falsehood of politics.
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GARLAND OF THE BUDDHA’S PAST LIVES — I

tam hemaljalajrucir’jabharanam gaj’|éndram
vidyut|pinaddham iva $§aradam abhra|rasim
dattva parim mudam avapa nar’|éndralsinuh

samcuksubhe tu nagaram naya|paksa|patat. [11]

atha dvi|rada|pati|pradina|éravanat samudirnalkrodha|
samrambhah Sibayo brahmana|vrddha mantrino yodhih
paura|mukhyas ca kolahalam samupajanayantah Samjayam
rajanam abhigamya sa|sambhram’ |4 | marsa|samrambhat
parisithil'|6pacaralyantranam tcuh:

«kim iyam, deva, rajyal$rir vilupyaman” divam apy upek-
syate? 0 arhati devah sva|rajy’|6paplavam evam abhivardha-
manam marsayitum.»

«kim etad?» iti ca s'|]avegam ukta rajia punar enam tGcuh:

«kasmad devo na janite?

nisevya mattalbhramar’|6pagitam
yasy ananam danalsulgandhi vayuh
mad’|avalepam paralvirananim

ayasalduhkhena vina pramarsti; [12]

yat|tejas” akranta|bala|prabhavah
samsupta|darpa iva vidvisas te;
Vi$vamraren’ Aisa gajah sa datto

rapi jayas te hriyate 'nyaldesam. [13]
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STORY 9: BIRTH-STORY OF VISHVAN:-TARA

Adorned by a glistening mesh of gold, the lordly
elephant

resembled a mass of autumn clouds draped with
lightning.

The prince felt the highest joy at giving his gift.

But the city shuddered, choosing the side

of pragmatics.

'The Shibis were furiously angry when they heard the king
of elephants had been given away. Making a great stir, brah-
min elders, counselors, soldiers, and eminent citizens all ap-
proached King Sdnjaya. In their fury and intolerant rage,
they addressed him with words that stretched the bounds
of courtesy:

“Why does Your Majesty ignore the way his royal fortune
is being plundered? Your Majesty should not tolerate this
escalating disaster that afflicts his kingdom.”

“What is that you say?” Sdnjaya replied in distress.

“How can Your Majesty not know?” they answered.

“This elephant, whose face, fragrant with ichor,
buzzes with the hum of intoxicated bees,

and is served by a breeze that deftly and gently
wipes away the proud rut-scent of other tuskers;

This elephant, whose power destroys the might

of your enemies” armies, as if putting their pride
to sleep;

this is the elephant given by Vishvan-tara.

The embodiment of your victory, it’s being taken
to a foreign land.
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GARLAND OF THE BUDDHA’S PAST LIVES — I

gavah suvarnam vasanani bhojyam

iti dviljebhyo, nt|pa, deya|ripam
yasminf jayal$rir niyata dvip’|éndre

deyah sa nam’ éty ati|danal$auryam. [14]

nay’|6tpathen’ dinam iti vrajantam
katham samanvesyati raja|laksmih?
n’ Opeksanam, deva, tav’ 4tra yuktam

pur” dyam anandayati dvisas te.» [15]

tac chrutva sa raja putra|priyatvat kim cit tan eva praty
a|prita| manih kary’|anurodhat savegavad evam ity uktva
samanunesyan Chibin uvaca:

«jane dana|prasanga|vyasanitdim niti|kram’|an|apeksam
Vi§vamtarasya. na ¢’ 4isa kramo rajya|dhuri samniyuktasya.
dattam tvanena svam hastinam vantalkalpam kah pratyaha-
risyati? api tu tath” dham enam karisye yatha dane matram
jhasyati. tad alam atra vah samrambhen’ éti.»

Sibaya aicuh: «na khalu, mahi|raja, paribhasana|matral
sidhyo ’sminn arthe Visvamrara iti.»

Samjaya uvica, «atha kim anyad atra maya $akyam

kartum?

dosa|pravrtter vimukhasya yasya
guna|prasanga vyasanilkriyante

bandho vadho v” atmalsutasya tasya
kim niskrayah syad dvi|radasya tasya? [16]
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STORY 9: BIRTH-STORY OF VISHVAN:-TARA

Cows, gold, clothes, and food;

these are gifts suitable for brahmins, Your Majesty.

But this king of elephants, our source of victory
and prosperity;

surely this is too excessive a gift.

How can royal fortune ever follow this prince

if he treads a path that strays from prudence?

It is not right to ignore this matter, Your Majesty.
For he will soon bring your enemies joy.”

When he heard this, the king, who loved his son dearly,
felt some displeasure toward these men. But following his
sense of duty, he put on an appearance of shock and agreed
they were right. He then tried to conciliate the Shibis,
saying:

“I know Vishvan-tara has a passionate addiction for giv-
ing and disregards the procedures of politics. This is not the
right way for someone to behave when they have been as-
signed the yoke of kingship. But who would take back this
elephant after Vishvan-tara has rejected it like vomit? T will
make Vishvan-tara understand that there is a limit to giv-
ing. Now stop being angry about this.”

“A mere scolding will not influence Vishvan-tara on the
matter, Your Majesty,” the Shibis replied.

“What else can I do about it?” Sdnjaya responded.

“He turns his back on wicked behavior.
His only vice is attachment to virtue.
Would imprisoning or slaughtering my son
really be compensation for this elephant?
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