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ACT IIT
THE BREAKING OF SHIVA'S BOW



tatah pravisati JANAKO, VISVAMITRAH, SATANANDO, RAMA|

LAKSMANAU c4.
JANAKAH: (sa/harsam) bhagavan Visvamitra,

350 lumpann aldrstaljamatrjsampadam §ucam adya nah;

tvadlagamanaljanm” 4yam anandah sudinayate.
api ca,

adya pradaksinal$ikh”[ajvalayah Krsanur
aénati me janalpadesu vasatkrtani.
tvat|tejasi sphurati $antika|paustikesu,

svam ca srucam $ithilam Angiraso bibharti.

vISVAMITRAH: sakhe, Siradhvaja! cirasya §antah pusta$ ca

tav’ 4yam janajpadah,

yatra tvam brahma|mimamsa|tattvaljio dandajdharakah,

purodhas ¢ diva yasy’ 4sav Angirah prapitaimahah.

3.55 (smitam krtva.) jamatur adaréanajjanm” 4yam $okah punar
asmakam upasamayitum avasisyate. kim ca, $okalharsau

nama lokalyatr” éyam bhavatah. tatha hi,

yajamsi taittirfyani martani vamati sma yah,

sa yogl Yajiavalkyas tvam ved’|Antan adhyajigapat.
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JANAKA, VISHVA-MITRA, SHATANANDA, RAMA, 474 LAKSH-
MANA enter.

JANAKA: (with delight) Venerable Vishva-mitra,

Grief could have overcome us today, because we  3.50
have not been lucky enough to find an appropriate
son-in-law—but this grief is now gone, as the joy

to see you arrive makes our day cloudless.

Moreover,

Today, the flames go around clockwise* while the
fire consumes the offerings made to it in our king-
dom. Your power radiates everywhere as the ritual
acts to promote welfare and prosperity are per-
formed, and the sage Shatdnanda can keep his sac-
rificial ladle unused.*

VISHVA-MITRA: My friend, Janaka, your kingdom has been
peaceful and prosperous for a long time. . .

Here, where you, a true philosopher, an expert of
brahmanical knowledge, are the ruler, for whom
the grandson of Angiras, Shat4nanda, performs the
priestly duties.

(smiling) Now, what remains for us to do is to chase away the 3.55
grief you feel because you cannot find a son-in-law. In
any case, what are these worldly experiences, happiness
or grief, for you? For,

He who revealed the form of sacrificial formulas
according to the Tittiriya tradition of Vedic texts,
the yogi Yajnavalkya himself, taught you Vedic
philosophy.
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LAKSMANAH: (jan'/dntikam.) irya, ayam sa raja Vaidehah,
pavitram a|parimey’[a$caryam yasy ipadinam upadhya-

yad anuériyate.

RAMAH: (sa/pramod |dnuragam.) vatsa, sa ev’ Ayam Satapa-
thalkath”|adhikart purusah, pranayyay’|ante|vasine yas-
mai bhagavan vajasaneyo Yajhavalkyah $uklani yajamsi

provaca.
VISVAMITRAH: (muhirtam nirvarnya)

3.60  nijaya tasmai gurave yatinam
jaitraya vi$ranitalgo|sahasram,
tam golsahasr’|Adhipateh prasisyam

upasmahe Maithilam atitheyam.

JANAKAH: (sa/prasrayam) bhagavan, yat kim cid anyad abhi-
dadhasi, tatra prabhavisnur bhavan eva. tatra|bhavatas
tu Sahasra|mayukh’|Ante|vasino yog'|iévarad bhagavato
Yajfavalkyad adhyayanam iti mahiyas” iyam asmakam

ya$ah|pataka.
VISVAMITRAH: (vihasya) bho mahalyogin!

kim Yajhavalkyo, Janakah kim evam?
na vah svalripam kavayo ’pi vidyuh.
pravahajnityan adhikrtya yusman

sahasral$akhah $rutayah prathante.

190



ACT III: THE BREAKING OF SHIVA'S BOW

LAKSHMANA: (aside to Rama) My brother, this is that king,
Janaka, about whose virtuous and incomparably mirac-
ulous deeds we heard from our master.

RAMA: (happily, with affection) My little brother, he is the
man who has figures in the Shata-patha Bréhmana, who
studied the Vedas without attachment to this world, and
to whom Yajnavélkya, founder of the tradition of the
white Yajur-veda, revealed the sacrificial formulas.

VISHVA-MITRA: (looking at JANAKA for a moment)

He has given a thousand cows to his preceptor, who
won against the other ascetics;* he is the disciple
of the thousand-rayed Sun’s disciple—we honor
him, the King of Mithila, who always receives his
guests in the right manner.

JANAKA: (politely) No matter what you say, venerable Vish-
va-mitra, you shall outwit me in this conversation. But
the real reason for my becoming famous is that I had
the honor of studying under the guidance of the best of
yogis, the venerable disciple of the thousand-rayed Sun.

VISHVA-MITRA: (smiling) O great yogi,

What kind of person is Yajnavalkya? What sort of
man is Jdnaka? Even the seers are unable to explain
your true nature to us. Thanks to your uninter-
rupted chain of preceptors and disciples, the holy
scriptures have been revealed in their thousands of
branches.
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SATANANDAH: bhagavan, evam 1dr§ah khalv ami trijbhuva-

najmahaniyajmahimano manisinah.
3.65 JANAKAH: (sa/vailaksya/smitam) bhagavan,

nirmaya karmanam rcam aghajmarsaninim
unmarjanir jagadaghani tav’ 4dya vacah
$rotum ciralpranayilkautukam asti ceto.

duhkhalkaroti punar esa mam’ 4rthajvadah.

tad virama. (7# Sirasy anjalim ghatayati.)

VISVAMITRAH: (sa/smitam, asy dijalim udghdtayan) sakhe
Siradhvaja! samhriyatam afijalih. ami tasnim |bhatah
smah. Katyayani|kamuka|karmuk’|aropana|pravinena
duhituh patya sampraty a|paryusitalpratijfio bhayah!

LAKSMANAH: (apavdrya) arya, paras|param etesim paurus|
otkarsa|prasamsajramaniyah pavano ’yam rsinim sama-

vayah.
3.70 RAMAH: vatsa, yad attha.

smaranti lok’Jartham ami kila $rutir
iti pratistham adhigantum $mahe.
param yad esam punar asti vaibhavam,

tad eta eva vyatividrate yadi.
JANAKAH: (sa/harsam) param anugrhito ’smi.
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ACT III: THE BREAKING OF SHIVA'S BOW

SHATANANDA: Venerable Vishva-mitra, such are indeed

those sages, whose fame has spread in the three worlds.

JANAKA: (smiling in embarrassment) Venerable Vishva-mitra, 3.65

My heart has for a long time been eager to hear
your words, which perform the magic of the purifi-
catory Rigvedic chants and destroy the sins of the
world. But these affirmations praising me make

me uneasy.
So please stop. (He puts his folded hands on his head.)

VISHVA-MITRA: (smiling, making JANAKA's arms descend) My
friend, Janaka, do not beg me with folded hands. I am
not going to say anything. May your promise be fulfilled
and your daughter’s future husband be able to take up
the bow of Parvati’s husband.

LAKSHMANA: (aside) My brother, they praise each other’s
manly qualities, which makes their meeting pleasant;

their conversation has a purificatory effect.
raMA: My little brother, as you say,

They transmit Vedic knowledge for the sake of
this world—this is what we are able to understand
about their greatness. But only they can possibly

understand each other’s real power.

JANAKA: (with delight) 1 am very much honored.
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samasya va samnam,
bahirjajbahiramhah|parimrjam
rcam va samvadah,
kim api yajusam va paripanah,
tvadjasirvado 'yam
bahulvisayalsaksatlkrta|phalo
varam me vatsiyah
kathayati puro|varttinam iva.

VISVAMITRAH: (5/dkiita/smitam)sakhe Siradhvaja. evam etat.

3.75  daviyasyo darad

alpatham iha ¢ Amutra ca $ucam
trijvedijvakyanam

anjaticiralbhagna iva khilah.

$rutilgrahyam jyotih

kim api bahirfantarjmalajmuso
mrjaya majjanah

kva nu vipariyanti dvilja/girah?

SATANANDAH: (sva/gatam)ninam Rimalbhadram eva jama-
taram abhisamdhaya bhagavan ayam punah punar va-
kr’|6ktibhih Siradhvajam parimohayate. bhavatu! aham
asya prarocan’|irtham ajsamvidana iva prcchami. (pra-
kasam, munim prati) kasy’ édam Sakuntarajalketor iva
Kaustubha/Srivatsau darakajratnaldvayam?

VISVAMITRAH: (vibasya, svajgatam) sadhu, vatsa Satananda!
yad etat krtam tirtham vivaksitasya vastunah sukh’|ava-

tardya. (prakdasam) vatsa Gautama, Kakutstha|kula ku-
marav etau.
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ACT III: THE BREAKING OF SHIVA'S BOW

Like the synthesis of Samavedic songs, like the
truthfulness of Rigvedic chants, which purify ex-
ternal and internal sins, like the stock of Yajurvedic
formulas, such are your words of blessing, which
have come true on many different occasions. They
now talk about my daughter’s bridegroom as if he
were present here.

VISHVA-MITRA: (smiling purposefully) My friend, Jénaka, it
is true.

Very distant and far beyond any grief of thisor the ~ 3.75
next world, they are like untouched lands—made

of Vedic words—which have just been plowed.

They are made of light that one can perceive only

by hearing, they purify internal as well as external
impurities, being as they are the core of purity
itself—such are the words of brahmins. In what

could they prove to be wrong?

SHATANANDA: (aside) Surely, this venerable sage thinks al-
ready of Rama as the king’s would-be son-in-law, and
confuses Jénaka with repeated allusions. All right, to
please him, I shall inquire as if I were ignorant. (zloud,
to the sage) Venerable Vishva-mitra, to whom do these
two dear boys belong, who are like the Kéustubha gem
and Shri-vatsa mark on Garuda-bannered Vishnu?*

VISHVA-MITRA: (smiling, aside) Well done, my friend, Sha-
tdnanda. You have given a cue so that I can easily in-
troduce the subject I wanted to talk about. (aloud) My
friend, Shatdnanda, these are two princes of the Kakut-
stha dynasty.
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SATANANDAH: (sa/pratyabhijiam iva)
putr’jarthe jagadlekaljanghikalyay’|ad-
damalbhramatfkirtina,
caturfhotralvitirnajvi$vajvasudhl
cakrena cakre makhah
rajna Panktijrathena, yatra sakalal
svar|vasijsarv’jAtithau
sa sven’ Aiva phalalpradah phalam api
sven’ 4iva Narayanah.

3.80 tat kim etav eva tau Dagarathi, yau kila Rama|Laksmanav
iti Tadaka|mathana|mangal’|6dghata|vitirna|divy’|4s-
trajmantra|parayanena bhagavat” diva vinitau vaitanasya
karmana$ chidri|pidhanaldaksinaya bhagavantam upa-
simbabhtvatur?

VISVAMITRAH: atha kim.
JANAKAS tau sajsnehalbabhu/manam pasyati.

SATANANDAH: tad anayoh kataro Ramah, kataro Laksma-
nah?
VISVAMITRAH: (RAMAM 7nirdisan) vatsa, Angirasa,

3.85  ye catvaro dinakaralkula
ksattrajsamtanajmalli|
mal”|Amlanalstabakalsajdréa
jajiire rajajputrah.
Ramas tesam ajcaramajbhavas,
Tadakakala|ratri]
pratytso 'yam sulcaritalkatha]

kandalijmiilajkandah.



ACT III: THE BREAKING OF SHIVA'S BOW

SHATANANDA: (as if he were recognizing them)

King Dasha-ratha, whose fame had reached ev-
erywhere in the form of his swift sacrificial horse,
unique in this world, the king who had rewarded
his four officiating priests with the gift of the whole
earth, performed a sacrifice to have sons.* The
guests invited were all the inhabitants of heaven;
and he who makes all sacrifices fruitful, Vishnu-
Nardyana, himself came to be the result obtained
through the sacrifice.*

So are these Dasha-ratha’s two sons, Rama and Likshmana, 3.80
whom you yourself taught and to whom you transmitted
the science of the divine mantra-weapons to strike down
and kill Tadaka successfully? Are they the ones who hon-
ored you with the gift of destroying all obstacles to your
sacrifice?

VISHVA-MITRA: Yes, indeed.
JANAKA looks at them with affection and respect.

SHATANANDA: So which of them is Rama and which is L4-
kshmana?

VISHVA-MITRA: (pointing at RAMA) My dear friend, Shata-
nanda,

Four princes were born, four unfading flower clus- 3.85
ters in the jasmine garland of the line of warriors

in the solar dynasty. Here is Rama, the eldest of

them, the dawn that ended the night of T4daka’s

threat, the root of what is a plantain tree of good

acts.
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(LAKSMANAM 7irdisya) ayam ¢ dparo Laksmanah.

SATANANDAH: bhagavan, distya Vasistha|prastitam ksattram
rddhyati.

JANAKAH: (vibasya) sadhu bhagavan, asma|drsisu pravidya
kridasi.
krodh’lagnau Puruhatalhumlkrti|para-
bhita|Trisanku|trapal
sampitaljvalite jagat|trayajmayim
tvayy ahutim juhvati,
sambhrant’|6panatasya natitaljara
vaiklavyal$irn’|aksarah
pratyithaya babhtvur Ambujabhuvo
devasya car’[(ktayah.

3.90 tam api nama bhagavantam yajamanam anye gopayitarah.

SATANANDAH: rdja’|rse, evam etat. kim punar na diksisya-
manah krudhyant iti raksitaram ksatriyam upadadate.

JANAKAH: (sa/harsam RAMA|LAKSMANAU nirvarpya, jan|én-
tikam) bhagavan Satananda,

bhavati na tatha Bhanoh $isye
gurau vasato mama
svayam api munau Vi§vamitre
grhan adhitisthati,
Dasarathajsutav etau drstva
yath” 6cchvasitam manah
$ithilayati me pratyagljyotih|
prabodhajsukh’asikam.



ACT III: THE BREAKING OF SHIVA'S BOW

(pointing ar LAKSHMANA) And the other one is Lakshmana.

SHATANANDA: Venerable Vishva-mitra, thank god, warriors

begotten by Vasishtha prosper.

JANAKA:  (smiling) Well done, venerable Vishva-mitra.
Adapting yourself to people like me, you just play with
us.

When you were making a sacrifice of the three
worlds into the fire of your wrath kindled by the
deep shame of Tri-shanku, who had been humil-
iated by the roaring Indra,* then lotus-born Bra-
hma, being confused by this destruction of his
creation,* bowed down to you and uttered some
flattering hymns of garbled words—as if he had
been hindered by his feigned old age—to inter-
rupt you.
Still, may others protect and help you with your sacrifices! 3.90

SHATANANDA: Royal sage, may it be so. As initiates of a
sacrifice should not be angered, they need to employ a
warrior to protect them.

JANAKA: (looking at RAMA and LAKSHMANA with delight, aside
to SHATANANDA) Venerable Shatdnanda,

My heart had never been so delighted by the pres-
ence of my preceptor, the Sun’s disciple, when I
lived in his house, nor by the arrival of the sage
Vishva-mitra in our home, as it is now by seeing
these two sons of Dasha-ratha. My mind forgets
even the joy of knowing the Supreme Self.
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SATANANDAH: rdja|rse Vaideha, idr$am ev’ itat. mam’ 4pi
raja|putrav etau saksat/kurvato vatse Sit”|Ormile na hr-
dayad avarohatah.

3.95 JANAKAH: (VISVAMITRAM prati) bhagavan,
idam vayo, mirtir iyam mano|jia,
vir|adbhuto ’yam caritajprarohah.
imau kumarau, bata, pasyato me
krt’Jartham antarjnatat’ iva cetah.

VISVAMITRAH: (s/dtprasajhdsam) sakhe Siradhvaja, hrdayam
ev’ amantrayasva: kimjartham krt|archam as’ id.
JANAKAH: (5a/khedam)
yad|gotrasya prathamalpurusas
tejasam I$varo 'yam,
yesaim dharmalpravacanalgurur
brahmajvadi Vasisthah,
ye vartante tava ca hrdaye
sulsthu sambandhajyogyas
te rijino; mama punar asau
darunah $ulkajsetuh.
3.100 RAMA|LAKSMANAU: (jan'/dntikam) katham, asmadiyah ka-
thah prastiyante!
VISVAMITRAH: (sa/smitam) raja|rse, yadi $ulkajsamsth” diva
kevalam antarfayas, tan na kim cid etat.
JANAKAH: (sa/khedam vimpsann, apavirya) bhagavan An-
girasa,
yad vidann api Videhajnandinj|
panilpidanajvidher mah”jArghatam
evam iha munir esa Kausikah,
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ACT III: THE BREAKING OF SHIVA'S BOW

SHATANANDA: Royal sage, Jdnaka, it is indeed so. When I
see these two princes, they remind my heart of our dear
little Sita and Urmila.

JANAKA: (o VISHVA-MITRA) Venerable Vishva-mitra, 3.95
Look at their youthfulness, their handsome ap-
pearance, their eminent deeds, heroic and admi-
rable. When I behold these two princes, my heart,
having all its desires fulfilled, almost dances with
joy-

VISHVA-MITRA: (smiling ironically) My friend, Janaka, then

ask your heart why it has obtained all its desires.

JANAKA: (with distress)

These kings whose paternal ancestor is the Lord
of the Luminaries, to whom Vasishtha, the pre-
ceptor of the Vedas, taught the words of law and
religion—these kings who are so dear to your heart
would make very good husbands. But I have a
promise to fulfill strictly, concerning the bride-
price.

RAMA AND LAKSHMANA: (whispering to each other) Look, they 3.100

are talking about our affairs.

VISHVA-MITRA: (siling) Royal sage, if the only obstacle is
that promise concerning the bride-price, it is not even
worth mentioning.

JANAKA: (7eflecting, with pain, aside) Venerable Shatidnanda,

What this sage Vishva-mitra has just said—though
he knows what a great price is required in order to
obtain Sita’s hand—confuses my mind very much.
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tena muhyati ciriya me manah
tad eva sthanaviyam va dhanuh syad idam idréam,
etadjaropanam nama pano va mama jarjarah.
3.105 SATANANDAH: §antam papam, §dntam papam.
durjlangham [$varaj$ar’/asanam, ajpramocyal
$ulkalgrahas tvam asi; sarvam idam tath” iva.
kim tv asya Raghaval$i$oh sahaj’janubhava]
gambhiralbhisanam atijsphutam eva vrttam.

JANAKAH: (munim prati) bhagavan Kausika, ciram api vika-
lpayan na bhavad|giram abhidheyam ady’ 4pi ni$cinomi.

VISVAMITRAH: (vibasya) tad upadar$aya karmukam aindu|
$ekharam. Ramalbhadra eva vyakarotu.

RAMAH: (sa/harsam, sva/gatam) katham alika|vikalpair at-
manam vinodayami? nanv ayam mam’ 4iva kautukam
pirayitum ai$varam dhanur abhyarthayate bhagavan.
(JANAKAM ca dystvd, safvimarsam) ahaha,

jao  «balena sambhavyam idam ca karma
braviti ca pratyayito maha’|rsih.»
iti dhruvam mantrayate nrpo ’yam.

darte kim atr’ dttaram? akulo ’smi.

JANAKAH: (mubiirtam iva sthitva, dirgham uspam ca nips-
vasya) bhagavan, kva tadréam bhagaldheyam asmakam,
yena bhagavata Vi$vamitrena nathavanto vayam Mai-
thilim etasmai Raghu|kulakumaraya pratipadya ciraya
carit]artha bhavamah?

RAMO lajjate.
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ACT III: THE BREAKING OF SHIVA'S BOW

Either this bow of Shiva is to be strung by Rama,
as said, or my promise about it will be broken.

SHATANANDA: God forbid!

Shiva’s bow is hard to string, and your promise
about the bride-price should not be broken—this
is the state of the matter. However, Rama’s con-
duct has clearly proved that his innate power is
frightening and limitless.*

JANAKA: (foward the sage) Venerable Vishva-mitra, I have
been thinking about what you said for a long time, but
I still do not quite understand what you meant.

VISHVA-MITRA: (smiling) Then show us Shivas bow, and
Rama himself shall interpret my words for you.

RAMA: (with delight, aside) Why, am I deluding myself with
false hopes? But the sage must be asking for Shiva’s bow
in order to satisfy my curiosity! (looking at JANAKA, re-

flecting) Alas,

The king surely says to himself: “This great sage is
quite confident that even a child can perform the
task.” So how will he react to this request? —This
is what worries me.

JANAKA: (waiting for a moment, then, with a deep sigh) Ven-
erable Vishva-mitra, how could I be so lucky to be able
to give Sita to this Raghu prince and fulfill my greatest
wish after a long time, thanks to your gracious help?*

RAMA 75 bashfil.
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JANAKAH:
yatlkodandalsamarpitaltribhuvana]
chidralpidhanajvratam
jatam rohitam eva kevalam apa-
jyalbandham aindram dhanuh,
te 'pi preksya pura $ar’[Asanam idam
maurvilkinal$yamika
kastarijsurabhilkrtan abibharur

vyartham bhujan bhajbhujah.

3.115 VISVAMITRAH: sakhe Siradhvaja, katham mahajpunyajrasim
atmanam avamanyase?

tvad|bhiagaldheyam api tadréam, utsavanaim
etadr§am vayam api prasamiksitarah.

santy eva viévajbhuvan’|ijbhayaldanajsaundah
ksonibhujah, param ami tu na Rimajbhadrah.

LAKSMANAH: (sva/gatam) katham, etad upadhyayen’ aiv’
Abhihitam, yad asmi vaktulkamah.

JANAKAH: bhagavan! satyam, a|cintyo hi mani|mantr’|au-
sadh’|adinam iva Raghu|rdja|dimbhianam anubhavah.
param etad bravimi:

Gir'[iéen’ aradddham
trijjagad|avajaitram, divisadam
upadaya jyotih
Sarasijruhajjanma yad astjat,
Hrsik’|éso yasminn
isur ajani, maurvi Phani|patih,
puras tisro laksyam,
dhanur iti kim apy adbhutam idam.

204



ACT III: THE BREAKING OF SHIVA'S BOW

JANAKA:

Indras bow has bestowed the task of protecting
the three worlds onto the bows of some powerful
kings, and has become a straight rainbow, with-
out its bowstring attached.* Yet even these kings,
when they saw Shiva’s bow—although their arms
seemed almost scented by the musk that their cal-
luses resembled after stringing so many bows—
were completely helpless.*

VISHVA-MITRA: My friend, Jdnaka! Why do you lamentyour 3.115
fate when you have so much luck.

You are very fortunate and we are here to wit-
ness that wedding feast. There are indeed eminent
kings capable of bestowing safety upon the world,
but Rama simply does not belong to the same
category.

LAKSHMANA: (aside) Why, my master has just said exactly
what I was about to remark.

JANAKA: Venerable Vishva-mitra, it is true that just as the
power of precious stones, mantras, medicinal herbs and
the like is unimaginable, so is it with the power of the
Raghu princes. But I must also tell you something.

It was requested by Shiva, Lord of the Mountains,
and it was fashioned by Brahma, out of the radi-
ance of the gods put together, to conquer the three
worlds. Vishnu has become its arrow, the Lord of
the Serpents its string and the three demon-cities
its target—this is the story of this miraculous bow.
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RAMA BEYOND PRICE

3.120 SATANANDAH: ih kim anaya Pinaka|pradasti|prapancikaya?
tad etat Kausikam eva pramianayanto bahujmanyamahe.
api ca, kim ajsakyam Ramajbhadrasya?
utpadayan kam api kaunapalkotilhomam,

tejolhutasanajsamindhanajsaimidhenim
yas Tadakam akrea balajsakhaih prsatkair,
isajljayah sphutam anena Da¢’|Janano "pi.
nepathy)irdhajpravistah PURUSAH.

PURUSAH: deva, Da§’|ananalpurohitah Sauskalo nama ma-
hajrajam didrksate.

SATANANDAH: (5/ddvegam.) ah! agacchatu.

3.125 PURUSO niskrantah.

RAMAH: (sa/vyayam, jan)intikam) vatsa Laksmana, katham
antarito 'yam anena dur|atmana raksasena Kam’|ari|kar-
mukalparicaryamah”|6tsavah?

LAKSMANAH: na kevalam ayam. .. (izy ardh)jokrau hasati.)

RAMAH sa/pranayafrosajsmitam tam apangena pasyati.

pravisya.

3.130 SAUSKALAH: (pratyckam avalokya, dtmajgatam) katham, atr’
diva Janaka|Satanandabhyam puras|krto visvesam as-
makam a|mitro Vi$vamitrah. (vicintya) tisthatu. hatako
'yam. (hastam daksinena drstvi) aye, kav etau ksatriya|

brahmajcarinau?
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ACT III: THE BREAKING OF SHIVA'S BOW

SHATANANDA: What is the point in praising Shiva’s bow in 3.120

such an elaborate way? I take Vishva-mitras words as

true, and respect him. Moreover, what could be impos-

sible for Rama?
He is preparing for a miraculous sacrifice of thou-
sands of demons, for which, with the help of his
childhood friends, his arrows, he has already used
Tédaka as mantric fuel to kindle the fire of his
power—he shall surely conquer even ten-headed
Révana easily.

From bebind the scenes, a MAN comes halfway onto the stage.

MAN: Your Majesty, the sacrificial priest of ten-headed Ra-
vana, Shdushkala, desires to see you.

SHATANANDA: (with agitation) Ah, let him enter.

The MAN exits. 3.125

RAMA: (with alarm, aside to LAKSHMANA) My dear Léksh-
mana, how come this ill-willed demon is hindering the
great festive adoration of Shiva’s bow?

LAKSHMANA: My brother, and not only this. .. (He laughs
in the middle of the sentence.)

RAMA casts a side glance in bis direction, smiling with affection,
but also with irritation.

Then SHAUSHKALA enters.

SHAUSHKALA: (looking at each of them, then aside) Here is 3.130
our archenemy, received by Janaka and Shatdnanda—
Vishva-mitra.* (reflecting) Let this wretched one be here.
(looking to his right) O, who are these two warriors doing
their Vedic studentship?
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