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PROLOGUE



0.10 A sTI BHAGIRATHITIRE Pataliputrajnimaldheyam naga-
ram. tatra sarva|svimi|gur}’\6petah Sudaréano nama
nara|patir asit. sa bhalpatir ckada ken’ 4pi pathyamanam

$lokajdvayam $usrava.

«an|ekalsams$ay’|6cchedi
paroks’|arthasya dar§akam
sarvasya locanam $astram;
yasya n’ asty, andha eva sah. [10]

yauvanam, dhanajsampattih,
prabhutvam, ajvivekita
ek’jaikam apy anlarthaya,
kim u yatra catustayam.» [11]

ity akarny’ atmanah putranam anladhigata$astranam, ni-
tyam unjmargalgaminam $astr’janjanusthanen’ 6dvigna\ma—

nah sa raja cintayam asa:

«ko ’rthah putrena jatena
yo na vidvan na dharmikah?
kanena caksusa kim va?
caksuh|pid” 4iva kevalam. [12]

ors  ajatamrtajmirkhanam varam adyau, na ¢’ Antimah;
sakrd|duhkhalkarav adyav, antimas tu pade pade. [13]

kim ca,
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O N THE BANK of the river Ganges there is a city called o.10
Patali-putra. A king named Handsome once lived

there, possessing all the qualities a ruler should. One day he

heard someone recite the following two verses:

“Learning resolves countless doubts and reveals what
is beyond perception. Learning is the universal eye;

without it, you are blind.

Youth, wealth, power and recklessness can each lead to

disaster; all the more so when the four are combined!”

When the king heard these words, he became anxious

about his sons, who had not received any instruction, always

took the wrong path, and followed no good teaching. He

then thought:

“What’s the use of a son if he is neither learned nor
righteous>—What's the use of a bad eye? It only causes

pain.
Of an unborn, dead or stupid son, the first two would
be preferable, for they cause pain only once, but the

last does so at every step.

What’s more,
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sa jato yena jatena yati vamséah samunnatim.

parivartini samsare mrtah ko va na jayate? [14]

gunilganalganan’jarambhe
na patati kathini sujsambhramad yasya,
ten’ Amba yadi sutini,
vada, vandhya kidréi nama? [15]
dane tapasi $aurye ca yasya na prathitam yasah
vidyayam arthallabhe ca, matur uccara eva sah. [16]

aparam ca,

varam eko guni putro, na ca markhal$atany api.

eka$ candras tamo hanti, na ca tarajgano ’pi ca. [17]

punyaltirthe krtam yena
tapah kv’ apy ati|duslkaram,
tasya putro bhaved vadyah,
samrddho, dharmikah, su|dhth. [18]

arth’|agamo, nityam ajrogita ca,

priya ca bharya, priyajvadini ca,
vadya$ ca putro, rthalkari ca vidya,

saj jivallokasya sukhani, rajan. [19]

ko dhanyo bahubhih putraih kusal’japaran’[adhakaih?

varam ekah kul’|Jalambi yatra vi$rayate pita. [20]



PROLOGUE

He whose birth brings higher status to his family has
been rightly born. In this ever-revolving transmigra-
tion, who is not ordinarily reborn after death?

If a woman can be called a mother even when she has
given birth to a son who cannot be counted among the
virtuous,* then tell me, whom can you call a barren
woman? One who does not distinguish himself by his
generosity, asceticism, heroism, learning or wealth is
nothing more than his mother’s excrement.

Furthermore,

Better to have a single virtuous son than a hundred
fools! One moon destroys darkness, but not even a
multitude of stars can do so.

A man who practices strict asceticism in a holy place
will have a son who is obedient, prosperous, virtuous
and wise.

A large income, perpetual health, a wife who is dear
and who speaks pleasantly, an obedient son and
money-making know-how—these six are the sources

of happiness in this world, O king.

Who is fortunate to have many sons, if they are like
measures of grain that fill up the store-house? It is
better to have only one who maintains his family and
makes his father famous.
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FRIENDLY ADVICE

o2s  rnalkarta pita $atrur, mata ca vyabhicarini,

bharya ripavati $atruh, putrah $atrur ajpanditah. [21]

anjabhyase visam vidya, ajjirne bhojanam visam,

visam sabha daridrasya, vrddhasya taruni visam. [22]

yasya kasya prasiito "pi
gunavan pijyate narah
dhanur vamsajvisuddho pi
nirfgunah kim karisyati? (23]

ha ha putraka, n’ Adhitam, sujgat, ditasu ratrisu;

tena tvam vidusaim madhye panke gaur iva sidasi. [24]

tat katham idanim ete mama putra gunavantah kriyan-

tam? yatah,

030  aharajnidrabhayamaithunam ca—
simanyam etat pasubhir naranam.
dharmo hi tesim adhiko viéeso;
dharmena hinah pasubhih samanah. [25]

dharm’|arthalkamajmoksinam
yasy 4iko ’pi na vidyate,
ajalgalajstanasy’ éva

tasya janma nirfarthakam. [26]
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PROLOGUE

A father who incurs debts is an enemy, as is an adul-
terous mother; a beautiful wife is an enemy, and so is
an unlettered son.

Knowledge is poison if it is not maintained by assidu-
ous study,* food is poison in the case of indigestion, a
large gathering is poison for a poor man, and a young
wife is poison for an old husband.

A man of merit, even if he is not of noble descent, is
honored. What is the use of a bow without its string,
even if it is made of pure bamboo?: What can a man
without merits do, even if he is of pure warrior de-
scent?*

Alas, my child, you have led an easy life, not studying
all these nights; so now, when you are in the company
of learned people, you will be stuck like a cow in mud.

Now how could I transform my sons into men of merit?

For,

Eating, sleeping, feeling afraid and copulating—these
things men have in common with animals. But man
distinguishes himself by doing his duties; those who
neglect them are like beasts.

The birth of a person who does not succeed even in
one of the four life-aims—to fulfill one’s duties, obtain
riches, satisfy one’s desires or attain final release—is as
useless as a nipple on a nanny-goat’s neck.
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yac ¢ 6cyate—

ayuh, karma ca, vittam ca,
vidya, nidhanam eva ca—
pafic’ Aitany api srjyante
garbhalsthasy’ diva dehinah. [27]

kim ca,

ava$yam|bhavino bhava
bhavanti mahatam api:
nagnatvam Nilakanthasya,
mah”[ahij$ayanam Hareh. [28]

api ca,

yad albhavi na tad bhavi, bhavi cen na tad anyatha.
iti cintavisajghno ’yam agadah kim na piyate? [29]

etat kary’[Alksamanam kesam cid alasyajvacanam.

na daivam api samcintya tyajed udyogam atmanah;
anjudyogena tailani tilebhyo n’ aptum arhati. [30]

anyac ca,

udyoginam purusajsimham upaiti Laksmir;
«daivena deyam» iti kapurusa vadanti.
daivam nihatya kuru paurusam atmaj$akeya;
yatne krte yadi na sidhyati, ko ’tra dosah? [31]



PROLOGUE
And it is also said:

One’s life-span, deeds, wealth, knowledge and the mo-
ment when one dies—these five are already deter-
mined for a mortal when he is in his mother’s womb.

Moreover,

What is destined to take place does take place, even
for the great: Shiva, the blue-necked god, cannot help
but be naked, and Vishnu has to lie on an enormous
snake.

Furthermore,

What is not to happen will never happen, and what
has to happen will not be otherwise. Why don’t you
use this as an antidote against the poison of worry?

Some people, unable to act, say such words to justify
their idleness. However,

One should not give up one’s efforts, even when ac-
knowledging the role of fate; without effort, one can-
not obtain oil from sesame seeds.

And there is another verse on this:

Fortune gravitates towards eminent men who work
hard; only cowards say it depends on fate. Forget about
fate and be a man—use your strength! Then, if you
don’t succeed in spite of your efforts, what is there to
blame?
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yatha hy ekena cakrena na rathasya gatir bhavet,

evam purusalkarena vina daivam na sidhyati. [32]
tathi ca,

pirvajanmalkrtam karma tad «daivamb iti kathyate.

tasmat purusalkirena yatnam kuryad ajtandritah. [33]

yatha mrtjpindatah karta kurute yad yad icchati,
evam atmalkrtam karma manavah pratipadyate. [34]

kakataliyavat praptam drstv” 4pi nidhim agratah
na svayam daivam adatte: purus’|[Artham apeksate. [35]

udyamena hi sidhyanti karyani, na manojrathaih:

na hi suptasya simhasya pravisanti mukhe mrgah. [36]

maca|pitrkrt’]abhyaso gunitam eti balakah,
na garbhalcyutijmatrena putro bhavati panditah. [37]

mata $atruly pita vairl
yena balo na pathitah.

na $obhate sabhajmadhye
hamsajmadhye bako yatha. [38]

ritpajyauvanajsampanna vi§alalkulajsambhavah
vidyalhina na $obhante—nir/gandha iva kimsukah. [39]



PROLOGUE

Just as a cart cannot move forward on one wheel, so
fate itself cannot be fulfilled without human effort.

And in the same way,

“Fate” is the karma one accumulated in a previous life.
That’s why one should exert oneself in manly activity,
tirelessly.

Justas a potter fashions whatever he likes out of a lump
of clay, the karma a man encounters is what he created

for himself.

Even if you unexpectedly come across treasure in front
of you, fate itself does not pick it up; that needs human
effort.

Desired outcomes are achieved through effort alone,
not through mere wishes; for gazelles dont rush into
the mouth of a sleeping lion.

A child becomes accomplished if his parents educate
him. A son does not become learned just by dropping
from the womb.

A mother and a father who do not educate their son
are his enemies, for he won't shine in public—he will
be like a crane among swans!

Men who are handsome, young and well-born will
not excel without knowledge—they are like kinshuka
flowers, which have no scent.
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mirkho ’pi $obhate tavat
sabhayam vastrajvestitah—
tavac ca $obhate markho

yavat kim cin na bhasate.» [40]

etac cintayitva, sa raja panditajsabham karitavan. raj” 6va-
ca: «bho bhoh panditah, ériiyacam. asti kas cid evam|bhiito
vidvan yo mama putranim nityam unjmargalgiminam an|
adhigatal$astranam idanim nitil$astr’|6padesena punarijan-

ma karayitum samarthah? yatah,

kacah kafcanajsamsargad dhatte marakatim dyutim;

tatha satsamnidhinena markho yati pravinatam. [41]
uktam ca,

hiyate hi matis, tata, hinaih saha samagamat,

samai$ ca samatam eti, vi$istai$ ca visistatam.» [42]

atr’ Antare Visnu$armajnima mahajpanditah sakalajnitil
$astrajtactvaljfio Brhaspatir iv’ abravit: «deva, mahalkulajsa-
mbhta ete rajajputrah. tan maya nitim grahayitum $akya-

nte. yatah,

n’ 4ldravye nihica ka cit kriya phalavati bhavet;
na vyaparaf$aten’ 4pi §ukavat pathyate bakah. [43]
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PROLOGUE

Even an idiot can appear distinguished in an assembly
if he wears the appropriate clothes, but he will remain
so only as long as he does not say a word.”

Prompted by these thoughts, the king summoned an as-
sembly of learned men. He then asked: “O learned scholars,
listen, is there a wise man among you who could teach my
ignorant and perpetually wayward sons the science of po-
litical ethics and thus give them a new birth, as it were?
For,

When a piece of glass is set in gold, it takes on an
emerald luster; in the same way, if a fool remains in
the company of the wise, he will become clever.

And it is also said:

Dear friend, one’s intelligence diminishes in the com-
pany of inferior intellects, it remains the same if one is
with equals and improves in the company of superior
minds.”

Thereupon a great scholar called Vishnu-sharman, who
knew all the learned works on statecraft very well and was
like Brihas-pati* himself, spoke: “Your Majesty, these princes
come from a distinguished family, so they could be taught
good governance, and I am ready to instruct them. For,

No action can bear fruit if it is performed on an in-
appropriate object; a crane cannot be taught to speak
like a parrot, even after a hundred exercises.
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anyac ca,

asmims tu nirjgunam gotre n’ 4patyam upajayate;
akare padmaraganam janma kacajmaneh kutah? [44]

ato "ham sanmas’|Abhyantare tava putran nitij$astr’jabhi-

jAan karisyami.» raja sajvinayam punar uvaca:

0.65

«kito ’pi sumanah|sangad arohati satam $irah.
aém” api yati devatvam mahadbhih su|pratisthitah. [45]

anyac ca,

yath” Odayalgirer dravyam samnikarsena dipyate
tatha satjsamnidhanena hinajvarno ’pi dipyate [46]

guna gunaljfiesu guna bhavanti,
te nirjgunam prapya bhavanti dosah.
asvadyaltoyah prabhavanti nadyah,
samudram asadya bhavanty a|peyah. [47]

tad etesam asmat/putranam nitif$astr|dpadesaya bhavan-

tah pramanam.» ity ukeva tasya Visnu$armano bahu/mana]

purah|saram putran samarpitavan.
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PROLOGUE

What is more,

In this family, no child could be born without merits;
how could a mine of rubies produce a shard of glass?

Therefore I shall transform your sons into experts on o.60
statecraft within six months.” The king replied politely:

“Even an insect can climb up good people’s heads by
sticking to the flowers they wear. Even a stone can
become a god if it is consecrated by the great.

Furthermore,

Just as objects on the Eastern Mountain shine because
of their proximity to the rising sun, so too can a person
of low rank shine if he is close to good folk.

Good qualities remain good qualities in those who
appreciate them, but become faults in a person of no
merit. River water tastes good at its source, but when
it reaches the ocean it becomes undrinkable.

Therefore I give you a free hand in teaching my sons o.65
the science of politics.” And with these words he paid his
respect to Vishnu-sharman and entrusted to him his sons.
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Here translated together for the first time, FRIENDLY ADVICE
and KING VIKRAMA'S ADVENTURES both provide instruction
for monarchs in the form of amusing tales. Although from
different periods, both were redacted after the seventh
century CE, while their stories must date from far earlier.
These timeless works are ideal for beginners in Sanskrit.
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